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was ready for all work. He got ready on an hour's notice to take
charge of a party of deportees who were banished by General
Smuts to India. He counted no cost too dear for the sake of his
country's freedom. His death at the present moment, for our
countrymen in South Africa, is a tremendous loss. He was capa-
ble single-handed of hurling defiance against the mighty South
African Government. Indeed only a few weeks ago I had a letter
from him describing his plan of campaign* Alas! cruel Nature
had planned otherwise. Naidu is dead; his work will live for ever*
Mr. P. K. Naidu was a fair English scholar. He knew Hindi,
Telugu, French and Zulu. He was self-taught. He had a power-
ful build. He was no mean pugilist. But he had learnt the
secret of non-violence. He was therefore able to control himself
under the gravest provocation. He was a born toiler. He never
refused any work. He was an expert barber and, because he
would not become a clerk, he had chosen to be a barber and
carried on a hair-cutting saloon. When, at Tolstoy Farm, we
took to sandal making, he became a finished sandal-maker. He
Was a true soldier. He knew how to obey. I tender my humble
condolences to Mrs. Naidu and our countrymen in South Africa.
INHUMAN TREATMENT
I had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Gangabai Gidwani1 and
Dr. Choithram2 after their visit to Acharya Gidwani. They tell
me that Acharya Gidwani is kept confined the whole day long
and is permitted to receive visitors only once every three months
and that he must have lost over thirty pounds in weight They
tell me too that the Acharya has not been weighed by the autho-
rities for a long time and, when they asked the Superintendent
why no Weight was taken for a long time, he shrugged his shoul-
ders and said, "That is not the system here," I know that jails
are not palaces, that prisoners must not expect to have all the
facilities of home life. But I do know many jails where the treat-
ment meted out to Acharya Gidwani would be impossible. I must
say in fairness to the authorities that the Acharya has been offered
half an hour's exercise in the open in the morning and in the even-
ning. But he has rejected the offer with scorn. I am not sur-
prised. He is a proud, self-respecting man. He is conscious of no
wrong. He did not even wilfully cross the Nabha border. His
humanity pushed him in. He has never been known to have done
1 Wife of A. T. Gidwani
2 Dr. Choithram Gidwani, Sind Congress leader